January 11, 2016

AMS and ARD offer paid instructor led classes taught by community members, for community members - Opening this February.

 

Amherst Middle School and Amherst Recreation Department are proud to announce a new program that utilizes AMS's newly rebranded 'Innovation and Design' wing, to be utilized for afterhours instructor led courses on most any topic that surrounding community members may be passionate about teaching or learning. 

 

AMS is looking for passionate instructors to offer afterhours (M-F 3:30PM-10:00PM) courses on most any topic that community members would be willing to compensate, for attendance.  These courses could be a single or multi-event class of which the instructor is in complete control of the subject matter and pricing. 70% of the proceeds are paid to the instructor and the remaining 30% is split between AMS and the REC. AMS will utilize the proceeds to maintain and procure new equipment, while providing student access to these resources during school hours. The Rec department will use the proceeds to support administration cost to maintain the program. 

 

AMS's new Innovation and Design wing currently features two state of the art computer labs, two Art focused classrooms and pottery kiln, a large fully outfitted Woodshop, and a Culinary Arts/Sewing classroom.  They also have two new 3D printers, stained glass making supplies, and 24 self-contained Arduino microcontroller/electronics kits. Instructors can freely use AMS's resources but must provide their own supplies and consumables. Instructors can also provide their own equipment to support their instructions. AMS would like to encourage STEM type activities like computer classes, technology instruction, electronics & Arduino, welding, 3D printing, creative arts, craft making, problem solving, adult ED, children activities, making and fixing, culinary and industrial Arts, for all ages. 

 

AMS's lab space can also be booked by local businesses for corporate training sessions and product demonstrations.  Our facilities offer two computer labs with 27 computers each, a large auditorium with seating for 200, a PA system, Projector and 10ft screen. In addition, we have parking, Wifi, bathroom facilities and handicap access.

 

We are currently looking for instructors and/or community members who are interested in helping the innovation and design wing come to life.  Individuals who are interested in instructing a class, should reach out to the Amherst Recreation Department to schedule a program meeting. The Amherst Recreation staff can be reached M-F 8am-4pm at 673-6248, or via email at aciarcia@amherstnh.gov .  During this meeting, the instructor and a member of the recreation department will develop a program outline to best fit the needs of the students and instructor. This program outline will consist of the type of program, dates/times, target audience, materials needed, min/max seat count, and the pricing structure. Once all the details are set, the Amherst Recreation department will open the program to the public. Community members will be able to browse a selection of classes through the Amherst Recreation Department website. These classes may include such topics of 3D printing, stained glass making, welding, technology instruction, computer classes, creative arts, culinary and industrial arts, and more. 

 

To gain interest and knowledge of this newly developed program, the ARD will be building awareness through their database. The community will be able to view Maker Space class information through the recreation website, the local Amherst Citizen paper, printed flyers, the bi-weekly ARD newsletter, as well as e-blasts sent out periodically to the ARD database. Through these platforms, AMS and the ARD will be able to promote and gain interest throughout our community.

 

The ultimate goal is to build a foundation to create a community MakerSpace that would provide members full afterhours access to tools and supplies for the purpose of Making, learning and sharing knowledge. We envision adults and children working together on any projects of interest to them. For now, we are going to get started by offering our space for scheduled learning events, to build up awareness and to gauge community support in the new program.

